Arterial injuries in two Bristol hospitals from 1974 to 1980.
Fifty-eight patients with 63 peripheral arterial injuries coming to the Bristol Royal Infirmary and Frenchay Hospital, Bristol over a six-year period from 1974-1980 were studied. The majority followed road traffic accidents, and over 70 per cent occurred in teenagers and young adults. Arterial reconstructions were undertaken in 51 cases (81 per cent) with concomitant fasciotomy in 3. Pulse volume recordings and on table arteriograms were used to detect and correct 2 reconstructions which were initially less than ideal. Forty-eight of 51 reconstructions were patent at follow up.